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Genealogy 
What is it?  

Where do I Begin? 

River Grove Public Library 

August 19, 2020 

Presented by Suz Bates 

What are you hoping family history 
research will give you? 

�  Find Stories 

�  Collect Facts 

�  Make a Tree 

�  Meet Living Relatives 

�  Learn How Your Family Fits into History 

�  into a Town History, a Building History etc. 

�  A Combo! Or Something Else! 
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Be Organized 
1.  Journaling Your Story 

2.  Location Timeline 

3.  Family Group Sheet 

4.  Pedigree 

5.  Family Tree 

6.  Keep a Work Log 
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Mom 

Dad 
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Most Researchers Start 
Online 

The Big Two 

� Ancestry.com 

� FamilySearch.org 

Learning how to research  

never stops! 
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Genealogy Start Quick Start 
Use genealogy forms to get you started and keep you going. 

 A Family Tree 
 Pedigrees 
 Family Group Sheets 
 Location Timelines 
 A Genealogy Work Log 

 
Start with You! 

 Record or write down your stories 
 Interview parents and other relatives. 

What stories in your life do you want future generations to know? 
What were the happiest times in your life? 
What were trying times in your life and what lessons did you learn? 
(Pull out your genealogy forms.) Do you know any facts for these family 
members? 

 
Now start collecting facts, stories and connections. 

 Books from your local and other libraries 
 Online:  Ancestry.com is free in the library 

FamilySearch.org is free from anywhere 
Heritage Quest is free from home with a library card 

 Start with Federal and State Censuses. 
 Fill in your genealogy forms. 
 Keep track of your research in your genealogy work log. 

 
Heading to the Library? 

 Bring your genealogy work log with pens and pencils 

 Bring a flash drive. 

 Bring your password for at least FamilySearch.org 

 Bring your Location Timelines and Family Group Sheets for the ancestors you are 
researching. 

 If you’re photocopying, brings money and folder to store the documents 

 Leave all original copies of family documents at home unless you are scanning them so 
you can leave them at home. Scanning to a flash drive is free at most public libraries. 

 Bring your cell phone incase you need to take pictures. 

 Bring an open mind towards finding new information and surprises along the way! 



Location Timeline for  __________________________________________ 
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Using the Location Timeline workshop. 
Enter the name of your ancestor in the top title blank line. 
Census and City Direcories are the backbone of genealogy research in the U.S. They will help you: 
get an overview of the lifespan of your ancestors 
be able to validate subsequent records you find  
compare and create other lifespan timelines for family members 
 
Please keep in mind, the federal government had a census every 10 years starting with the 1790 tax list, 
but many states, counties, schools, territories and other factors in U.S. history completed census. But 
start with the state and federal censuses. 
Ancestry.com – free if you are in your public library 
FamilySearch.org – free once you register 
HeritageQuest.org – remote access through your public library 
 
City Directories were created in many large and smaller cities. You can find these in many databases but 
start with the big two: Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org  
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Finding the U.S. Federal Censuses on FamilySearch.org 
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How can I find the 
U.S. Federal 
Censuses at 

FamilySearch.org? 
Go to 

FamilySearch.org 
and sign in. 

Once you have signed in, click the search 
tab and toggle down to Records. 

Rather than filling out a first name 
and last name, click the Browse all 

Published Collections link. 

Scroll down on the left and click the 
Census & Lists filter. And then click 
the United States of American filter.  

Now choose your state and 
date filter.  



Finding the US Federal Censuses on Ancestry.com 
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How Do I find a US 
Federal Census? 

On the 
Ancestry.com 

homepage find the 
Search tab along the 

top bar. 

Toggle down to Census & Voter 
Lists. 

Look on the right 
side of your screen 

and click U.S. 
Federal Census 

Collection. 

Then enter the search information. 

First choose a specific census year. 


